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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [3 Claim(s) 6-28 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's amendments filed October 20, 2005 have been entered. Claims 6-28 
are pending. 

The outstanding rejection under 35 USC 103(a) is withdrawn in view of the 
applicant's remarks with regard to the expectation of success. 
A new ground of rejection is set forth below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 



1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 6-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 



patent 6,098,631 ('631 ) in view of Bridges (WO 98/3788). Bridges is reference of 
record. 
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'631 teaches the inhibition of MEK1 is a target for treating Rheumatoid arthritis 
(RA) (See col. 7, lines 35-46). 

'631 does not teach the herein claims compounds in a method of treating RA. 

Bridges teaches that the active compounds herein are MEK inhibitors (See page 
3, line 16 - page 22, line 29). Bridges also teaches the specific MEK inhibitor recited in 
claim 17 herein as a preferred MEK inhibitor (See page 22, line 24-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to employ the herein claimed compounds in a method of treating RA. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the herein 
claimed compounds in a method of treating RA. Since the inhibition of MEK1 would be 
useful in treating RA, employing the compounds of Bridges, which are known to be 
useful as MEK inhibitors, in a method of treating RA would be reasonably expected to 
be effective. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6-28 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to San-ming Hui whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0626. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon 9:00 to 1 :00, Tu - Fri from 9:00 to 
6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sreeni Padmanabhan, PhD., can be reached on (571) 272-0629. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). _ 




'San-ming Hui / 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1617 



